
Works of Service  
following the Corporal Works of Mercy 

Doing works of  service is an essential aspect of  being a Christian. Service works are a 
requirement for Confirmation. This assignment is to do, at a minimum, 3 Works of  
Service from at least 3 different Corporal Works of  Mercy and fill out the 
following reflection form for each one. 

The Corporal Works of Mercy Are: 
Feed the Hungry 

Give Drink to the Thirsty 
Clothe the Naked/Give Alms to the Poor 

Visit the Imprisoned 
Shelter the Homeless 

Visit the Sick 
Bury the Dead 

Ideas related to each of  the Corporal Works of  Mercy… 

Feed the Hungry 
Make sandwiches and pass them out to the homeless. 
Volunteer at a food bank. 
Serve at a soup kitchen. 
Prepare and take a meal to someone in your community who is seriously ill or welcoming home a 
newborn. 
Volunteer at a Knights of  Columbus pancake breakfast/Donut Sunday 
Give to or host a food drive. 
cook and deliver meals to the sick and homebound 
Cook and serve a meal at a homeless shelter. 
Pack care packages for service men and women 
Donate canned goods to a food pantry. 

Give Drink to the Thirsty 
Pass out water bottles to the homeless 
Have a “donations only” lemonade stand and use the proceeds to Improve the Water Supply in 
Ethiopia via Catholic Relief  Services. 
Donate baby formula to a local pregnancy help center. 
Work a drink station at a local charity race. 



Visit the Imprisoned 
Help prepare a Christmas meal or gifts for the family of  a prisoner who may have few 
monetary resources with an imprisoned parent. 
Find a local halfway house and donate bus tokens to prisoners looking for work. 
Send phone cards to those detained in immigration centers. 
Help someone who is “imprisoned” by a disability or handicap. Be a friend or helper to 
them. 

Shelter the Homeless 
help neighbors care for their homes and do repairs 
support and/or volunteer at a homeless shelter 
support and/or volunteer for charitable agencies who care for the homeless, build homes, and 
provide support in the wake of  natural disasters 
Help clean up an area at a shelter. 
Donate items to Catholic Charities. 
Help in resale or thrift shop. 

Clothe the Naked 
Go through your closet and give away what you don’t need. 
Volunteer to work at a clothing drive or at a shelter where clothing is distributed to those in need 
Host a clothing drive and donate the items. 
Knit, crochet, or sew baby blankets for your local pregnancy help center. 
Knit, crochet, or sew scarves, hats, and gloves for your local homeless shelter. 

Visit the Sick 
Volunteer at a hospital. 
Volunteer to call Bingo at a nursing home. 
Visit a seriously or terminally ill member of  your parish. 
Send cards to friends or relatives who are sick and in the hospital. If  possible, make them a 
homemade card and hand deliver it. 
Visit residents at a nursing home or retirement facility. 
Shovel snow for homebound parishioners. 

Bury the Dead 
Volunteer with a hospice program. 
Supply a dish for a funeral luncheon. 
Help a widow or widower in need with yard work or errands. 
spend time with widows and widowers 
Visit the cemetery and pray for the dead. 
Pray at an abortion clinic for the lives lost to abortion. 
Visit a cemetery and pray for the dead. 


